
2016 Reunion 

 

The 2016 reunion was held from the 15th to the 18th Sep-

tember at the Dolphin Hotel St Ives.  The committee were 

pleased to see some old faces, and new members, a lot of 

hard work goes into all the arrangements, mostly by Janet, 

so to see those who could get along enjoy the annual meet 

makes it all worth while. 

 

Friday was a visit to FAF Coningsby for a private viewing 

of the Memorial Flight and the opportunity to board the   

Dakota for a look round. Before retuning to the hotel we 

visited the Blue Bell pub just a short distance from the air-

field. The Blue Bell was built in 1257 and was used by the 

famous 617 (Dam Busters) Squadron.  There are photos of 

airman and women on the walls and signatures on the ceil-

ing, with pennies left on the beams to pay for their next 

pint 

Saturday was a visit to Sandringham House, Gardens, and 

Museum. 

 

 

Close by the estate is the railway station that until closed many 

years ago was used by the Royal Family, it is now privately 

owned. but one platform is open to the public. 

Sunday morning was the AGM, followed by the return home of 

the attending members.  The committee would like to thank all 

those who those who were able to make the reunion, it is always 

nice to see the pleasure of being together on the once a year oc-

casion. 

 

Colin Cottle. 
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National Memorial Arboretum 
 

 

On Monday the 17th October we were invited to the NMA for a 

preview of the new Remembrance Centre.  It is quite an amazing 

building and the raising of over  15 million pounds for its crea-

tion  must have at times seemed  a very daunting task. 

 

Whilst we were there we took the opportunity to meet Peter Or-

gill the Operations Manager for an update on the progress of the 

BBAA Memorial. 

 

The site had been cleared,  which we could see for ourselves.  

We have been given a start date of Spring 2017 for the work to 

commence on the installation of our Memorial.   We advised 

Peter Orgill  that it is the BBAA’s intention  to have the Memo-

rial dedicated and that the Chapel had already been 

booked for Saturday the 16th September 2017. 

 

The Stonemason is now drawing up plans and it is envisaged 

that the Memorial will stand with 39 paving stones laid into 

three pathways to depict the three air corridors.  The curved arm 

of the memorial will be leaning towards the centre pathway. 

Subject to the Stonemasons advice we have requested that each 

of the 39 paving stones will have the Three Air Corridors on 

them and underneath engraved  Berlin 1948 - 1949. 

This is just an illustration of 

what the paving stones could 

look like.  It is not possible to 

show exactly what the stone-

masons will  produce by en-

graving, but it would be very 

similar to the image shown  
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The ground at the back of the Memorial will be landscaped 

and the seats situated around the Memorial , the four trees 

will be replaced along the plaques, which the Stonemason 

will design in keeping with the surrounding. 

 

We will be visiting the NMA again, possibly in late Spring 

to see how work is commencing 

 

David Hildred and Janet Howard 

Award. 

 

A friend recommended a “hobby” woodcarver who lived in Bir-

mingham and he made the lime wood tower-on-a rock based on 

an original drawing that always hung on the wall at our family 

home  When 224 Squadron was reformed Dad as CO chose a 

squadron motto “Fedele Al Amico.  He also wanted an emblem 

for it, and came across an Italian  Legend in which a damsel had 

been imprisoned in a tower by a wicked ogre.  An oil lamp 

burned night and day in the tower making it impossible to es-

cape. But a friendly serpent wound itself round the tower, and 

putting its head through the high window, drank all the oil from 

the lamp and the damsel escaped under cover of darkness.  I 

don’t know her means of escape but I suppose the serpent 

helped her out and then died, Hence the motto of  “Faithful to 

the Friend 

 

The Drawing on our wall was signed by Mussolini, Dad used to 

say that he had asked permission from Mussolini to use the Ital-

ian legend, enclosing a copy of the drawing. Permission was 

given and the drawing was returned signed. 

 

The original tower model was always on the top table during 

mess dinners, and a light shone in the top window.  At the end of 

dinner, it was turned off, meaning people could now smoke.  So 

civilised. 

 

Joanna Sullam ( Waite) 

The Army Helps To Fly the “Heavies” 

 
“The Army helps to fly the heavies” This was the heading 

to a story published at the time in a magazine, if I remem-

ber correctly was called “Soldier”  This was brought about 

by the very heavy demands placed on the RAF pilots at the 

time when the air force was smaller after the war.  One of 

the main points of interest to me is that when we formed 

the BBAA I mentioned to several of the aircrew who had 

taken part and they had never heard the story, in fact some 

did not even believe it happened, but it most certainly did.   

 

In fact one of the sadder notes is that one of them, Sgt J 

Toal of the GP Regt was killed while serving as the Co-

Pilot on a Hastings TG611 which crashed on take-off from 

Tegel on the 16th July 1949 killing all five crew members.   

 

The Glider Pilots served as second pilots on the four en-

gined RAF aircraft such as Yorks and Hastings.  I have 

seen it published that fifteen took part, but I am not sure 

how accurate that is as they were rotated and Captain  P.A. 

Downward at Wunstorf was in charge.  Just another side 

line on Operation Plainfare. 

 

John H Collier 

Contacting Your Committee 
 

Chairman: Colin Cottle. Phone 01708 224560 Email airlift@talktalk.net 

Secretary: Hannah Angel. Phone 01954 250273 Email hannahangel@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Janet Howard. Phone 01780 470446 Email janet@pchoward.com 

Standard & NMA. David Hildred. Phone 01733 267246 Email davidhildred536@gmail.com 

Historian: Geoff Smith. Phone 01733 262599 Email geoffsmith@supanet.com 

The Rex Waite Trophy 

 

We all know the very important part that Air Commodore 

Rex Waite played in getting the Berlin Airlift started in 

1948, If he had not been able to convince those in charge 

that it was possible to provide the needs of the people of 

Berlin by air, then The Berlin Airlift may never have hap-

pened. 

 

What we did not know however is that a trophy for Chari-

table Contribution was named after him. This is how it all 

came about in the words of his daughter Joanna. 

 

I remember writing to the RAF College Cranwell about 10

-15 years ago to ask if they might be prepared to accept a 

trophy in Dads name. He had been with the first term of 

cadets at the college when it opened in 1920. It was col-

lege who suggested it be part of the charities committee  

Reminder 
 

It’s that time of year again, all subscriptions will be due for next 

year on the first of January 2017 

 

Christmas 

 

The committee would like to send 

their best wishes for Christmas and the New 

Year to all members, and hope to see as 

many of you as possible in 2017 

Janet Howard 


